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Definitions

1. [bookmark: _Hlk79777605]“Certificate of Immunization” means a written statement from a physician, nurse practitioner, physician assistant or other health care provider who has administered an immunization to a Covered Emergency Medical Services Person, specifying the vaccine administered and the date it was administered. 

2. “Covered Emergency Medical Services Person” means an advanced emergency medical services person, a basic emergency medical services person or any person licensed by this board who routinely provides Direct Patient Care. For the purposes of this definition, EMS students that provide Direct Patient Care are Covered Emergency Medical Services Persons.

3. “Direct Patient Care” means any activity that places an individual within 6 feet of a patient for a period of 15 minutes or more.

4. “Disease” means the following conditions which may be preventable by immunization:

1.	Rubeola (measles);

2.	Mumps;

3.	Rubella (German measles);

4.	Varicella (chicken pox);

5.	Hepatitis B.; 

6.	Influenza; and

[bookmark: _Hlk83902178]7.COVID-19.


5. “Effective Date” means full immunization for Rubeola, Mumps, Rubella, Varicella, Hepatitis B, and Influenza by 1/1/2024, and
COVID-19 by 12/1/2021.

6. “Entity” means an organization which holds a license issued by the Board that authorizes it as an organization to provide emergency medical services, or a training center licensed by the Board. 

7. “Exemption” means a formal procedure to procure discharge from the requirement to vaccinate under this rule in accordance with Section 3 below. 

8. “Immunization” means a vaccine, antitoxin or other substance used to increase an individual’s immunity to Disease.

Immunization Required

9. [bookmark: _Hlk79760781][bookmark: _Hlk83706709][bookmark: _Hlk83900549]Each Entity with which a Covered Emergency Medical Services Person is associated must require that the Covered Emergency Medical Services Person provide to the Entity a Certificate of Immunization or documentation of an Exemption pertaining to the Diseases enumerated in the Chapter.

10. No Entity may permit a Covered Emergency Medical Services Person to provide Direct Patient Care without a Certificate of Immunization demonstrating compliance with paragraph 3 of this section, or documentation of an Exemption pertaining to the Diseases enumerated in the Chapter after the Effective Date required by this chapter. Covered Emergency Medical Service Persons must have begun the COVID-19 series, or have an approved medical exemption, prior to providing Direct Patient Care, and must come into compliance with the remainingadministrations in compliance with paragraph 3 of this section. 

11. The number and timing of immunization administrations shall be in accordance with the applicable immunization manufacturer’s dosing specification or labelling.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk83706828]Any such immunization must meet the standards for biological products which are approved by the United States Public Health Service.

Exemptions

13. A Covered Emergency Medical Services Person who does not provideobtain a Certificate of Immunization may be permitted to provide direct patient care if that Covered Emergency Medical Services Person possesses an Exemption.

14. An Exemption is available to a Covered Emergency Medical Services Person who provides a written statement from a licensed physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant that, in the physician’s, nurse practitioner’s or physician assistant’s professional judgment, on forms provided by Maine EMS, immunization against any of the Diseases enumerated in this Chapter may be medically inadvisable, provided that, the Covered Emergency Medical Services Person has an established patient-qualified provider relationship with the provider issuing the written statement.	Comment by Kellner, Joseph: Discussion with Dr. Martel:

Note should be medical note for a visit, incl. vital signs, discussion with patient, reason that the exemption is warranted (based on contraindications). 

Contraindications = severe reaction to prior COVID vaccine, allergic reaction to vaccine components. How are contraindications identified?

Cmte recommends a few key bullets regarding what should be considered. Dr. Martel suggests looking at CDC criteria for exemptions.  	Comment by Kellner, Joseph: Need to define Patient:Provider relationship	Comment by Kellner, Joseph: Require brief primary care style note of an interaction	Comment by Kellner, Joseph: Goal will be to define relationship vs. directing medical judgement




Record Keeping

15. An Entity must keep a record of the immunization status of each Covered Emergency Medical Services Person associated with the Entity. The record must include, at a minimum, the month and year that each immunization dose was administered. 

16. Where an Exemption has been granted to a Covered Emergency Medical Services Person, the Entity must maintain the written documentation of the Exemption on file. 

17. [bookmark: _Hlk79761660]Each Entity must maintain a listing of the names of all Covered Emergency Medical Services Person associated with the Entity who are not currently immunized against Diseases enumerated in the Chapter. The list must also include the names of all Covered Emergency Medical Services Persons with Exemptions. 

18. [bookmark: _Hlk79779264][bookmark: _Hlk79778984]All records required under this chapter shall be deemed, for the purposes of public access, confidential medical records under statute. Notwithstanding this statement, the Board may obtain and disclose records required under this chapter in accordance with 32 M.R.S. § 91-B.

Required Reports

19. Periodic Reporting

[bookmark: _Hlk79772119][bookmark: _Hlk79772080][bookmark: _Hlk79779167][bookmark: _Hlk79772161][bookmark: _Hlk79772261][bookmark: _Hlk79779198]Each Entity must, on an annual basis, submit a summary report on the immunization status of all Covered Emergency Medical Services Persons associated with the Entity on a form prescribed by Maine EMS no later than December 15th of that year. The summary report will include the following information at a minimum: specific contact information identifying the Entity, the total number of Covered Emergency Medical Services Persons who are immunized, the total number of Covered Emergency Medical Services Persons who possess Exemptions, and the total number of Covered Emergency Medical Services Persons who do not possess a Certificate of Immunization or an Exemption. Each report must be signed by a representative of the Entity as a certification that the information is accurate.

20. Additional Requests	Comment by Kellner, Joseph: We have this authority without the additional section. This was also carryover language from Ch. 20.

An Entity must provide to the Board, within 48 hours of the request, any requested information pertaining to those Covered Emergency Medical Services Persons who do not possess a Certificate of Immunization or an Exemption. Such information shall be subject to the confidentiality provisions of 32 M.R.S. § 91-B.



[bookmark: _Hlk79772896][bookmark: _Hlk79778819]AUTHORITY:		32 M.R.S. § 84(1)(A) 

EFFECTIVE DATE:	
20-1

